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PRESS RELEASE 
 
For immediate use 12.3.2018 
 

THE QUEST ACADEMY TO JOIN THE COLLEGIATE TRUST 
 

The Quest Academy has been approved by the Regional Schools Commissioner to join The Collegiate Trust 
(TCT) and will begin to work in close partnership with Riddlesdown Collegiate and other academies within 
TCT. This will bring to an end Quest’s relationship with the Coloma Trust; the two trusts are currently 
completing the legal process and expect to finalise arrangements in the summer term. 
 
The Chief Executive of TCT, Gordon Smith, explains the thinking and opportunity provided by this new 
partnership: 
 
“The Quest Academy is already an excellent school, in brand new facilities, and judged good with areas of 
outstanding performance by OFSTED; students there achieve standards at GCSE and A Level among the best 
in Croydon, and the progress that students make during their time at Quest ranks with the best schools in 
the country. Riddlesdown Collegiate is judged outstanding by OFSTED and was earlier this year awarded the 
World Class Schools Quality Mark; it is heavily oversubscribed with 1200 applications each year for a place. 
Working in partnership the schools together will deliver exceptional learning for up to 3000 11-18 year old 
students across a huge swathe of south Croydon stretching from Forestdale to Purley.” 
 
The Principal of The Quest Academy, Andrew Crofts, comments: 
 
“I’m really excited that the Quest will be joining a forward thinking organisation committed to collaboration in the 

pursuit of an exceptional education for all of the students in the communities that we serve.  

We look forward to building partnerships with our new primary and secondary partners, continuing our journey to 

excellence. Last year’s examination results put us in the top 20% of schools nationally for progress, but we aren’t 

complacent and want to be truly outstanding in the years to come and believe that this new relationship will help us 

achieve this.” 

For more information or to arrange to speak to Gordon Smith, please contact linda.bowman@tct-
academies.org, or call Linda Bowman on 020 8668 5136. 
 
Information on The Collegiate Trust 
TCT has grown out of and runs Riddlesdown Collegiate; this school is the largest in Croydon with almost 2000 
students, and was judged outstanding by OFSTED in 2016. TCT also runs two primary schools in Crawley, 
Gossops Green and Waterfield, and is currently consulting with parents and staff at Courtwood and Gilbert 
Scott Primaries about those schools joining the Trust. 
 
TCT is led by a very experienced CEO, Gordon Smith. Previous to this role he was Principal for over 9 years 
at Riddlesdown Collegiate, and prior to that he was Headteacher of Selsdon High for almost 5 years. 
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